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SUB J : TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTER CAGLAYANGIL'S SEPTEMBER 16 PRESS 
CONFERENCE 

REF: A) ATHENS 1761 
B) EC BRUSSELS 8255 

1. A MISSION OFFICER WAS PRESENT WHEN TURKISH FOREIGN 
MINISTER CAGLAYANGIL BRIEFED JOURNALISTS FOLLOWING THE 
DISCUSSIONS WITH THE EC FOREIGN MINISTERS IN BRUSSELS ON 
SEPTEMBER 16. UNFORTUNATELY, THIS BRIEFING TOOK PLACE 

IN TURKISH, A LANGUAGE NOT UNDERSTOOD BY EITHER THE OFFICER 
CONCERNED OR THE MAORITY OF THE JOURNALISTS PRESENT (IN- 
CLUDING REUTERS). REF B WAS BASED ON A TRANSLATION GIVEN 
BY A TURKISH JOURNALIST WHO WAS THE ONLY ONE TO PUT QUES- 
TIONS TO CAGLAYANGIL. THE REUTERS CORRESPONDENT WAS 
PRESENT AND ALSO HEARD THIS TRANSLATION. 

2. WE HAVE SPOKEN WITH THE REUTERS CORRESPONDENT CONCERNED 
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WHO CONFIRMS THAT HIS STORY CONTAINED THE ESSENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


ELEMENTS IN PARAGRAPH 2 REF A. HE ALSO STATED THAT HE 
CONTINUES TO BELIEVE HIS STORY WAS AN ACCURATE CHARAC- 
TERIZATION OF CAGLAYANGIL'S REMARKS. WE CANNOT DIS- 
COUNT THE POSSIBILITY THAT EITHER THIS CORRESPONDENT 
SPOKE PRIVATELY WITH THE TURKISH JOURNALIST CONCERNED 
OR THAT HE MERELY MISINTERPRETED THE TURKISH JOURNAL- 
IST'S COMMENTS. WE FIND IT SIGNIFICANT, HOWEVER, THAT 
NONE OF THE OTHER MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT FOR 
THE BRIEFING, HAVE PUBLISHED STORIES SIGNIFICANTLY 
DIFFERENT FROM THE REPORT GIVEN REF B.GREENWALD 
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